
Advent Devotional
New Covenant Church



Whether you’re a long-time member, are currently visiting, or 
were just handed this booklet from a friend, we’re thankful to 
connect with you! Our church is a warm multi-generational 
Christ-centered community devoted to worshipping God and 
walking with him daily through the Holy Spirit. Please join us on 
Sundays at 9:30 am for our gathered worship service, followed 
by a time of connecting with one another over coffee and juice 
at 10:50 am, and stay for discipleship classes on various topics 
about the Bible and the Christian life at 11:10 am. You can learn 
more about our church activities online at www.ncchurch.net, 
but the best way to experience our community is to visit in-
person, we’d love to see you!

Promoting a Life-Changing Faith  
Within a Loving Fellowship

New Covenant Church 
301 Simpson Road 

Anderson, SC 29621



Introduction
The purpose of this Advent devotional guide is to provide a 
weekly resource to help you read, talk, sing, and pray your way 
through the narrative of Christ’s birth. Using Luke 2 as the 
foundation, we have prepared this guide to be accessible to all 
generations as a tool for personal and family worship. On each 
Lord’s day, consider using it for your morning devotional. Or, open 
it up in the afternoon to continue feasting on Christ throughout 
the day. Or, gather together in the evening for a time of family 
worship.
Each week you’ll find the Scripture passage of focus and a brief 
devotional thought on the left page, along with a complementary 
song on the right page. Below is our suggested rhythm for walking 
through this guide in about 15 minutes.

READ	 the full Scripture passage in the top right-hand corner.
ASK	 any kids present to briefly summarize the passage in their 		
	 own words and point out their favorite part.
READ	 the devotional written by our church elders and staff.
TALK	 about how this message could apply to your lives.
SING	 as a worshipful response to God and his Word.
PRAY	 a prayer of praise and thanksgiving using some of the 		
	 themes from the Scripture and devotional from the day.

The primary goal is not to check off every item on this list each 
Sunday, so feel free to get creative! Our hope is that you would 
see Jesus and treasure him more deeply. We are praying that God 
would grant you this year a fresh insight into this familiar story. 
The birth of Christ is more than a story, it is redemption: God 
himself coming to save lost sinners unto eternal life in Christ.
As we live every day in light of the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ, let us take this opportunity to consider how Jesus gives us 
peace, hope, and love that this world cannot offer. O come let us 
adore him!

To view a digital copy of this guide online, scan this 
QR code or go to ncchurch.net/advent.



November 27	 What Child is This? 
	 Luke 2:1-7 

“…And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn.”

One of my favorite commercials of all time was from the 
1980’s. A young guy is dabbling with an electric guitar at 
a bar. An older gentleman walks up and asks to play. After 

about 30 seconds of the most incredible riffs the young guy has 
ever heard, he asks, “You’re pretty good. What’s your name?” Les 
Paul replies back, “it’s on your guitar.” Finding out someone’s 
identity can be an incredible thrill. 

The identity of this baby in our text at first glance seems hard 
to figure out. Two parents, not of noble reputation or status, 
traveling almost 100 miles in modest travel arrangements to 
register for a census and have a baby in a barn. He was born in 
a manger, a feeding trough for animals turned crib (not exactly 
from pottery barn). He probably had a soiled diaper within a few 
hours and likely spit up more than his parents thought possible. 
Yet those who are familiar with the scriptures know he is the one 
foretold who will reconcile a lost and broken people back to their 
creator. He will live a perfect life in perfect obedience to God the 
father, walk to his death on a cross and experience the wrath of 
God on our behalf overcoming death by rising again. Now, we 
have something so much better than a guitar with his name on it, 
we have his Spirit he sent to dwell in our hearts.

Have you made this connection when reading this passage in 
Luke before? That in addition to this great mystery of the gospel 
now revealed to us in Christ, this passage is the beginning of 
your reconciliation to God? The work he did in his life, on the 
cross, and now interceding for you in heaven has provided you 
and all who trust in him with the greatest gift imaginable. This 
Christmas, come and behold him in all his glory, majesty, and 
power. This is Christ the King. He is our only hope. Emmanuel, 
God with us.

-Tim Pitzer
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What Child is This

GREENSLEEVES 8.7.8.7.ref
English melody, 16th cent.

Traditional English carol
Adapted by William C. Dix, ca. 1865

A note about chords above the staff:
When a chord appears as an inversion, the letter on the left indicates the chord value and the 
letter on the right indicates the note in the bass. Example: D/F# means for piano you play a D
in the right hand and an F# in the left hand; for guitar you play a D chord and add an F# in the
bass by putting your thumb or middle finger on fret 2 of the low-E string.
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December 4	 The Angels Worship 
	 Luke 2:8-14

“Glory to God in the highest,  
	 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

My favorite Christmas tradition is to simply take time to 
gaze upon a Christmas tree full of lights. I like to turn 
off all the other lights, grab a warm drink, cuddle up on 

the couch and just look at the beautiful tree. There is something 
about a decked out Christmas tree that gets me into the Christmas 
spirit and fills me with awe. We see something similar happening 
in Luke 2. 

The news that a Savior will be born in Luke 2:8-14 causes the 
shepherds in the field to be filled with awe and the angels to be 
filled with praise. What about this news caused such a response? 
Why might the shepherds have been filled with fear? Why might 
the angels instantly rejoice? Because of the Gospel. This Creator 
God, the one true God, holy and perfect, will be reconciled to his 
people through His Son, Jesus. A people that were enemies with 
God because of sin now can be at peace with this holy God. How? 
Because of the Gospel. Jesus is to be born. He is to live a perfect 
life and is to die in the place of sinful people.  Jesus’ life and death 
will reconcile people to God. 

Notice the spatial imagery in verse 14. The angels are praising 
God who is in the highest for mending the relationship with his 
people on earth. Do you see the contrast with the holy God in the 
highest now being at peace with the lowly, sinful men on earth? 
For believers, we are no longer enemies with God but are at peace 
with God. He is now pleased with us because of Christ. Christ lived 
the perfect life we could not. He died in our place. As we think 
about God making peace with men through Christ, we should be 
filled with awe and moved to worship like the multitude of angels. 
How might you now take a moment to worship the God in the 
highest for making peace with men on earth?

-Mikala Butler
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MENDELSOHN 7.7.7.7.D.ref
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, 1840Charles Wesley, 1739, 1753; alt.
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December 11	 Run! Don’t Walk! 
	 Luke 2:15-21

“‘Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us.’ And they went with haste…”

Have you ever received news that demands a response? 
On the morning of the great 3-inch Anderson Blizzard in 
January 2022, I remember telling my 6-year old son to go 

look outside. There’s nothing like seeing snow in the reflection 
of a child’s eyes. After seeing the winter wonderland for himself, 
Nathan immediately jumps up, screaming, “Ellie! It’s snowing!” 
He just had to tell his 3-year-old sister this exciting news!

When the shepherds witness the glorious site of countless angels 
announcing the birth of Christ, doing nothing is not an option. 
They know it’s not just the angels speaking to them, but the news, 
and the gift, comes from the Lord.

Struck by this thrill of hope, they go “with haste,” dropping 
everything to meet the Prince of Peace. To their great delight, 
these lowly shepherds are counted as some of the first human 
eyes to gaze upon the Good Shepherd. This priceless experience 
demands another response, as they return home, bursting with 
praise and glorifying God with uncontainable joy.

If the cradle of Christ had such an effect upon them, how much 
more his cross and resurrection upon us! Today we live in light 
of the finished work of our Savior, who was born to die, that 
we might be raised to life with him. The Gospel of Jesus Christ 
demands your response. Run! Don’t walk! 

Run to Christ as your greatest joy and true hope. Fall on your 
knees to worship Christ the Lord, to proclaim his power and glory 
forevermore. And in your joy, go and tell this weary world to come 
and see.

-Jonathan Wisdom
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Adolphe C. AdamJohn S. Dwight
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December 18	 The Waiting is Over 
	 Luke 2:22-38 

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and 
this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of 
Israel…”

CHRISTMAS!!! It seems like we’ve been waiting forever, 
but 365 days between Christmases is very short compared 
to Simeon’s wait. Simeon faithfully waited his whole life 

for Jesus, and because he had the Holy Spirit, Simeon recognized 
many truths when he saw baby Jesus with Mary and Joseph.

First, Simeon received peace. God had been silent for over 400 
years. The last time God spoke to Israel, Simeon’s great, great, 
great, great, great grandparents were alive. It would’ve been easy 
for Simeon to forget or disregard God’s promises like Isaiah 9:6-7, 
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given… The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will do this.” But Simeon trusted God’s promises. He 
was righteous, devout, and faithfully waited. When he saw Jesus, 
he knew the waiting was over; and he knew that he and Israel had 
peace with God.

Second, Simeon saw salvation. He knew that he and Israel were 
separated from God because of their sin. What if you could never 
be with the people you love? Simeon held Jesus and blessed him 
because Simeon knew that Jesus would make a way for us to be 
with God.

Finally, Simeon saw a light, not only for Israel but a light for you 
and me, a light for Gentiles. It’s incredible that Simeon recognized 
that Jesus would save Israel and people from every tribe, tongue, 
and nation. How does light help you? Isaiah tells us that we all 
walked in darkness, and Jesus is a great light (Isaiah 9). Because of 
Jesus, we can see God’s perfect way.

We have Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and we have all of God’s counsel 
in the Bible. But we wait too. Not just for Christmas, we wait for 
Jesus’s return. We wait for a time when the whole earth will be 
redeemed and there will be no more sin and death. I encourage 
you to be faithful like Simeon. Trust Jesus and love him by 
obeying his word while you wait. “Come, Lord Jesus!”

-Rob Wright
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December 24	 Christmas Eve
A simple outline for personal or family worship

In lieu of a Christmas Eve service this year, we encourage you to 
set aside a time for gathering with family or friends and use this 
guide below for a home worship service. May this be a memorable 
time of reading, singing, and praying through the greatest gift 
ever given, Christ the Lord! As we enjoy the stillness of the night, 
let us prepare our hearts for worship together on the Lord’s Day 
tomorrow!

READ	 Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

SING	 “O Holy Night” 

PRAY	 Offer up prayers of thanksgiving to God for the 
hope, love, joy, and peace that are given to us 
through Christ. Consider letting different family 
members pray specifically for each theme.

SING	 “Away in a Manger”

READ	 Philippians 2:5-11

SING 	 “What Child is This?”

READ 	 2 Corinthians 13:14

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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Away in a Manger (Forever Amen)

MUELLER 11.11.11.11.
James R. Murray, 1887

© 2019 Be Essential Songs, Cashagamble Jet Music, Phil Wickham Music,  Simply Global Songs, Sing My Songs

Verse 1: Anonymous
Verse 2 alt, and 3: Phil Wickham, Jonathan Smith

See you in the morning for our  
Lord’s Day worship gathering at 10:00!
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December 25	 Maker of Mary, Mary’s Son 
	 Luke 2:39-52

“And he said to them, ‘Why were you looking for me? Did you not 
know that I must be in my Father’s house?’” 

Home Alone is for many of us a favorite Christmas movie. 
Home Alone 2: Lost in New York, is understandably 
beloved but it is not the OG. The end of Luke chapter 2 is 

“Passover 12: Lost in Jerusalem” for Jesus and his family. 

In Luke 2:41 Jesus and his family celebrated the Feast of the 
Passover. Every Year. Was it routine? Was it lacking pizazz? 
Well this year would be one passover to never forget… or one 
to treasure in your heart. Jesus’s parents took him on the long 
journey (multiple days) from Nazareth to Jerusalem to observe the 
great feast of God’s gracious passing over the Israelites in Egypt. 
God had been gracious in the past. He promised to be gracious 
in the present and future as well. Jesus took the liberty of this 
great family trip to stay behind and provide an opportunity for 
several sleepless nights and days of anxious searching for him 
by his parents. Have you ever lost a favorite toy or shirt? How 
about jewelry? Ever left your child behind (or teddy bear)? Heart-
pounding anxiety takes over upon the gut wrenching instant 
of knowing, “He is not here. I think we left him behind.” In the 
biggest city in the country. 

Here is the big idea about Joseph and Mary searching for Jesus 
when they realized he was way back in the big city: He was never 
lost. At 12 years old, he plainly tells them when they find him 
(after 3 days plus a day of travel), “you should have known right 
where to find me.” In this story in the Bible, Jesus was never lost; 
his parents were.

That is how it is with the gospel. God is not lost and wandering 
around. He seeks but he is not confused. He pursues but he is 
himself easily found. He is in his word. If you want to find Jesus, 
look no further than your Bible. He is on every page. Do you 
believe he has found you?

-Tom Buiter
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